
 
 

 

 

PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR 

AMENDING PROCLAMATIONS 20-05, 20-25, 20-25.1, 20-25.2 and 20-25.3 

 

20-25.4 

 

TRANSITION FROM “STAY HOME – STAY HEALTHY” TO 

“SAFE START – STAY HEALTHY” COUNTY-BY-COUNTY PHASED 

REOPENING 

 

 

WHEREAS, on February 29, 2020, I issued Proclamation 20-05, proclaiming a State 

of Emergency for all counties throughout the state of Washington as a result of the 

coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak in the United States and confirmed 

person-to-person spread of COVID-19 in Washington State; and 

 

WHEREAS, as a result of the continued worldwide spread of COVID-19, its significant 

progression in Washington State, and the high risk it poses to our most vulnerable 

populations, I have subsequently issued amendatory Proclamations 20-06 through 20-53 

and 20-55 through 20-57, exercising my emergency powers under RCW 43.06.220 by 

prohibiting certain activities and waiving and suspending specified laws and regulations, 

including issuance of Proclamations 20-25, 20-25.1, 20-25.2 and 20-25.3 (Stay Home – 

Stay Healthy), prohibiting all people in Washington State from leaving their homes except 

to participate in essential services or essential work and preventing all non-essential 

businesses in Washington State from conducting business, within the limitations therein; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the COVID-19 disease, caused by a virus that spreads easily from person to 

person which may result in serious illness or death and has been classified by the World 

Health Organization as a worldwide pandemic, has broadly spread throughout Washington 

State and remains a significant health risk to all of our people, especially members of our 

most vulnerable populations; and 

 

WHEREAS, when I last amended the Stay Home – Stay Healthy order (Proclamation 20-

25.3) on May 4, 2020, there were approximately 15,462 cases of COVID-19 in 

Washington State with 841 deaths; and, now, as of May 31 2020, the Department of Health 

indicated that there have been 21,349 cases and 1,118 deaths, demonstrating the ongoing, 

present threat of this lethal disease; and 

 

 



 

 

WHEREAS, the health professionals and epidemiological modeling experts predict that 

although we have passed the peak of the first wave of COVID-19 in the State and we have 

made adequate progress as a state to modify some of the initial community mitigation 

efforts, the nature of COVID-19 viral transmission, including both asymptomatic and 

symptomatic spread as well as the relatively high infectious nature, suggests it is 

appropriate to slowly re-open Washington State only through a careful, phased, and 

science-based approach. Modelers continue to agree that fully relaxing social distancing 

measures will result in a sharp increase in the number of cases; and 

 

WHEREAS, although the judicial system, an essential service, has undergone significant 

disruption and modification to operate safely during this crisis, and by order of the 

Supreme Court has delayed most jury trials in criminal and civil matters, in-person 

proceedings are necessary in many circumstances, and the judicial system is currently 

working with health officials to innovate and plan for the safe resumption of jury trials and 

other court services including at offsite facilities; and the efforts undertaken to innovate 

and plan are equally essential to the resumption of our judicial system, and should be 

conducted remotely if possible but otherwise may be conducted in person if appropriate 

physical distancing and protective measures are in place; and 

 

WHEREAS, this unprecedented health crisis has caused extraordinary anxiety and a 

significant disruption of routine and important activities for every Washingtonian; and 

I recognize the extraordinary resiliency, strength, adaptability, and courage of every 

Washingtonian during this difficult time; and 

 

WHEREAS, many people in Washington State attend religious services on a regular basis, 

making such services a vital part of the spiritual and mental health of our community, and 

previous guidance issued related to remote services, drive-in services, counseling, outdoor 

services, and Phase 2 indoor services, all subject to restrictions outlined in those guidance 

documents, remain in place and may be further expanded or modified as the science and 

data support; and 

 

WHEREAS, the science also suggests that by ensuring safe social distancing and hygiene 

practices, many business activities can be conducted with limited exposure to customers, 

which is important to revitalizing Washington State’s economy, restoring jobs, and 

providing necessary goods and services; and 

 

WHEREAS, in Proclamation 20-25.3 I established an initial four-phased approach to 

reopening Washington State; and, while all counties started in Phase I on May 4, 2020, a 

total of 28 counties are now either in or eligible to apply for Phase 2; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Health’s data and modeling 

demonstrate that many counties have significantly reduced or eliminated the number of 

new COVID-19 cases sufficiently to enable those counties to control and respond to 

virus outbreaks within the capacity of existing local and regional health care systems 

without significant increased risk of being overwhelmed, and this data supports  

 



 

 

providing all counties with an opportunity to lift some restrictions, subject to certain 

conditions and requirements; and 

 

WHEREAS, the worldwide COVID-19 pandemic and its progression in Washington 

State continue to threaten the life and health of our people as well as the economy of 

Washington State, and remain a public disaster affecting life, health, property or the 

public peace; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Department of Health continues to maintain a Public 

Health Incident Management Team in coordination with the State Emergency 

Operations Center and other supporting state agencies to manage the public health 

aspects of the incident; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Military Department Emergency Management 

Division, through the State Emergency Operations Center, continues coordinating 

resources across state government to support the Department of Health and local health 

officials in alleviating the impacts to people, property, and infrastructure, and continues 

coordinating with the Department of Health in assessing the impacts and long-term effects 

of the incident on Washington State and its people; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jay Inslee, Governor of the state of Washington, as a result of 

the above-noted situation, and under Chapters 38.08, 38.52 and 43.06 RCW, do hereby 

proclaim and order that a State of Emergency continues to exist in all counties of 

Washington State, that Proclamation 20-05 and all amendments thereto remain in effect as 

otherwise amended, and that, to help preserve and maintain life, health, property or the 

public peace pursuant to RCW 43.06.220(1)(h), Proclamations 20-25, 20-25.1, 20-25.2, 

and 20-25.3 (Stay Home – Stay Healthy) are amended to extend all of the prohibitions and 

each expiration date therein to 11:59 p.m. on July 1, 2020, and are renamed (Safe Start – 

Stay Healthy), and that except as otherwise provided in this order or the Safe Start 

Washington Phased Reopening County-by-County Plan found here, all other provisions of 

Proclamations 20-25, 20-25.1, 20-25.2, and 20-25.3 shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

FURTHERMORE, in collaboration with the Washington State Department of Health, and 

based on analysis of the data and epidemiological modeling, I hereby order that, beginning 

on June 1, 2020, the Safe Start Washington Phased Reopening Plan will be applied on a 

county-by-county basis, and will allow any county that has been in Phase 1 or 2 for three 

weeks to apply to the Secretary of Health to move in whole or in part to the next phase; 

and further, the application process will include target metrics (intended to be applied as 

“targets” and not hard-line measures) set by the Secretary of Health, and the application 

must be submitted by the County Executive, or, in the absence of a County Executive, with 

the approval of the County Council or Commission, in accordance with the instructions 

provided by the Secretary of Health; and 

 

FURTHERMORE, in evaluating any application to move forward, the Secretary of 

Health may approve a county moving in whole to the next phase, or may only approve 

certain activities moving to the next phase; and 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartPhasedReopening.pdf


 

 

FURTHERMORE, until there is an effective vaccine, effective treatment or herd 

immunity, it is crucial to maintain some level of community interventions to suppress the 

spread of COVID-19 throughout all phases of recovery; and, therefore, throughout all 

phases, individuals should continue to engage in personal protective behaviors including: 

practice physical distancing, staying at least six feet away from other people; wear cloth 

face coverings in public places when not eating or drinking; stay home if sick; avoid others 

who are sick; wash hands frequently; cover coughs and sneezes; avoid touching eyes, nose 

and mouth with unwashed hands; and disinfect surfaces and objects regularly; and 

 

FURTHERMORE, I hereby order, in addition to other requirements detailed in the Safe 

Start Washington Phased Reopening Plan, that, beginning on June 8, 2020, when on the 

job, all employees must wear a facial covering except when working alone or when the job 

has no in-person interaction as detailed in the Safe Start Washington Phased Reopening 

Plan; and, further, that employers must provide cloth facial coverings to employees, unless 

their exposure dictates a higher level of protection; and  

 

FURTHERMORE, I continue to permit the low-risk activities previously permitted as 

reflected or clarified in formal guidance documents here, and which may be updated or 

modified as the science and data supports; and 

 

FURTHERMORE, in collaboration with the Washington State Department of Health, in 

furtherance of the physical, mental, and economic well-being of all Washingtonians, I will 

continue to analyze the data and epidemiological modeling and adjust the Safe Start 

Washington Phased Reopening Plan accordingly. 

 

I again direct that the plans and procedures of the Washington State Comprehensive 

Emergency Management Plan be implemented throughout state government. State 

agencies and departments are directed to continue utilizing state resources and doing 

everything reasonably possible to support implementation of the Washington State 

Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and to assist affected political subdivisions 

in an effort to respond to and recover from the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

I continue to order into active state service the organized militia of Washington State to 

include the National Guard and the State Guard, or such part thereof as may be necessary in 

the opinion of The Adjutant General to address the circumstances described above, to 

perform such duties as directed by competent authority of the Washington State Military 

Department in addressing the outbreak. Additionally, I continue to direct the Department 

of Health, the Washington State Military Department Emergency Management Division, 

and other agencies to identify and provide appropriate personnel for conducting 

necessary and ongoing incident related assessments. 

 

All persons are again reminded that no credentialing program or requirement applies to any 

activities or operations under this Proclamation. 

 

 

 

https://www.governor.wa.gov/issues/issues/covid-19-resources/covid-19-reopening-guidance-businesses-and-workers


 

 

Violators of this order may be subject to criminal penalties pursuant to RCW 43.06.220(5). 

Further, if people fail to comply with the required social distancing and other protective 

measures while engaging in this phased reopening, I may be forced to reinstate the 

prohibitions established in earlier proclamations. 

 

This order goes into effect on June 1, 2020, and expires at 11:59 pm on July 1, 2020.  

 

Signed and sealed with the official seal of the state of Washington on this 31st day of May, 

A.D., Two Thousand and Twenty at Olympia, Washington. 

 

By: 

 

 

 /s/     

Jay Inslee, Governor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BY THE GOVERNOR: 

 

 

 /s/    

Secretary of State 

 


