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Legislative Direction

• SB 6312 (2014):  NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. 
• (2) By January 1, 2020, the community 
behavioral health program must be fully 
integrated in a managed care health system 
that provides mental health services, 
chemical dependency services, and medical 
care services to Medicaid clients. 
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To Accomplish Legislative Goals

• Consolidating DBHR and HCA
• Certification and Licensing go to DOH

• State Mental Hospitals – analyzed for best and 
most appropriate administration.
– Considerations 

• PCG – Community focus of BH system
• Forensic Services
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Addendum

• Listing of programs moving and agency they 
are proposed to be moved to. 
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Introduction
The State of Washington is in the process of 
integrating behavioral health programs and 
services from the Department of Social and 
Health Services (DSHS) Behavioral Health 
Administration (BHA) to the Health Care 
Authority. As such, this document provides the 
list of programs and services considered and 
recommended to be managed by the respective 
entities.
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Office of the Director BHA HCA

Director X X

Deputy Director X X

Quality Assurance X X

Research X X

Consumer Partnership X

Medical Director X X
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The DSHS’ Behavioral Health and Recovery (DBHR), Office of the Director is not under 
consideration to move to HCA, but rather various central shared services provided by 
the Office of the Director were considered.



Office of Decision Support & Evaluation BHA HCA

Decision Support/Reports

Community Behavioral Health ‐ Research X

Community Behavioral Health – Grant Support X

Community Behavioral Health – Performance Measures X

Prevention – Research (to be bundled with Prevention 
programs) X

Prevention – Grant Support (to be bundled with 
Prevention programs) X

State Hospitals – Research X

State Hospitals – Data Analytics X
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Office of BH and Managed Care BHA HCA
Recovery Supports and MH Policy Section

Pre Admission Screening and Resident Review (PASRR) X

Peer Support X

Housing and Employment Grants and Development X

Access to Recovery Grant X

Problem Gambling X

ITA/DMHPs/Single Bed Certification X

Program for Mental Health Assertive Community Treatment 
(WA‐PACT) X

BHO Contract Monitoring and Management
Medicaid X

State General Funds X

BHO Administered Block Grant Contracts X

Tribal Liaison X X
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Office of Certification, Licensing & Customer 
Service BHA HCA DOH

Behavioral Health Licensing X

Incident Complaint and Administrative Hearings (specific to 
community‐based)

X X

Offender Reentry Community Safety Program (ORCS) X

Administrative Hearings to BHA (specific to hospitals) X X

Gun Background Checks* ‐ ‐ ‐

Rule Making / Public Disclosure  X X X
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*Gun Background Checks is being proposed by the Attorney General to be eliminated as a 
function provided by DSHS as mental health commitment information is already submitted into 
the federal database by the Administrative Office of the Courts.



Office of Federal Programs BHA HCA

Waiver X

State Plan Amendments X

BH Integration Program Implementation X

AI/AN FFS Implementation and Management X

BHO Contract Development X

Healthier Washington ACH and Core X
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Office of Behavioral Health and Prevention BHA HCA DOH
Prevention

502 Community Grants X

CPWI (Community Prevention and Wellness Initiative) X

Communication X

Suicide Prevention X

Washington State Health Youth Survey X

Mental Health Promotion X

School Based Prevention and Intervention Services X

Children’s Behavioral Health

WISe (Wraparound with Intensive Services) X

FEP (First Episode Psychosis) X

CLIP (Children’s Long‐Term Inpatient Program) X
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Office of Behavioral Health and Prevention 
(cont.) BHA HCA DOH

SUD Policy, Federal Grants

Secure Detox X

SBIRT (Screening, Brief Intervention and Referral to 
Treatment) X

CJTA (Criminal Justice Treatment Account) X

MAT (Medication Assisted Treatment) X

Partnership for Success Grant X

SAMHSA Block Grant

Peer Reviews X

BHAC (Behavioral Health Advisory Committee) X

Management X

HQ and Community X
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